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(See “He is risen” on page 2)

May is one of those months 
along the Gulf Coast when 
you remember why you love 
living here. The weather is 
warm and dry, and the flow-
ers are bursting out all over. 
The hard work of the garden 
has been done, the tomatoes 
are in, the beans are grow-
ing, and the cukes are send-
ing their shoots across the 
garden. 

I love it. It doesn’t last long, 
so those Sunday afternoons 
sitting on the porch just rest-
ing and sharing the day with 
others is precious time. 
Too soon and the heat will 
drive us inside to the air-
conditioning. 

May is also one of those 
months full of weddings, 
graduations, runs and walks 
for charities, a mullet toss on 
the beach, outdoor concerts, 
and a myriad of other rea-
sons to keep our weekends 
full of fun and suntan lotion. 
The jet skis and the fishing 
boats have been waiting all 
winter to break out and 
begin to play . . . and did I 
mention our lawn mowers 

are sharpened and tuned up 
for service? 

There are a thousand rea-
sons for all of us to find 
something other than 
“church” to occupy our Sun-
day mornings. Ouch . . . did 
I really write that? Is it OK to 
say to a congregation we 
need each other in worship 
on Sunday mornings? I hope 

so . . . because it’s the truth. 
We need each other . . . and, 
yes, staying in touch 
through the Internet and tex-
ting is good, but nothing 
replaces the hugs we receive 
when we walk through 
those doors on Sunday. God 
created us for relationship. 
It’s a three-way connec-
tion—you to God . . . you to 
others . . . others to God. 

See y’all on Sunday
Pastor’s message

When we live in that triangle 
of relationships, God’s care is 
visible. 

There’s a sign on I-65 between 
Montgomery and Birmingham 
that reads “GO TO CHURCH 
OR THE DEVIL WILL GET 
YOU!” My husband, Stuart, 
had surgery at UAB this 

(See “See y’all” on page 2)
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(“See y’all,” from page 1)

of us is an important part of 
that life. So it’s with joy and 
confidence that I say, “See ya’ll 
on Sunday!” 

mandates meant to keep us 
mentally, spiritually, and 
physically strong. 

It’s a wonderful time in the 
life of our church, and each 

spring, so we have driven 
past that billboard a number 
of times in the last few 
months. Each time I see it, I 
tend to cringe . . . the devil is 
painted in red and black and 
carries a pitchfork, and I 
wonder how this message is 
received by those who don’t 
attend church at all. People 
who already have a negative 
reaction to the church may 
see that sign and run the 
other way . . . fast.

However much we may not 
appreciate the negative mes-
sage of that particular high-
way sign, there is some truth 
to it. As followers of Christ, 
we need to worship, study, 
and live in fellowship with 
one another . . . not out of 
guilt, but out of love for each 
other and our Lord. Setting 
aside a time for Sabbath each 
week is one of those biblical 

As followers of Christ, we 
need to worship, study, 
and live in fellowship 

with one another . . . not 
out of guilt, but out of 
love for each other and 

our Lord.
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Family Promise
By Debbie Simmons

Sunday night at 6:00. There 
were 6 mothers and a 
“swarm” of children ages 6 
months to 15 years old. The 
tables were set. and food 
was on the buffet. As the 
children played, we pre-
pared for our meal together.

During dinner, our conver-
sations centered around 
school, food, work, church, 
gardening and, of course, 
our children, and in my case, 
our grandchildren. 

Sounds like a gathering we 
have all been a part of. The 
difference is that we were at 
the Episcopal Church of the 

Redeemer, and this meal 
was one of many being 
shared with the guests this 
week of Family Promise.

According to the Family 
Promise website (family 
promisemobile.org), 
“Family Promise of Coastal 
Alabama is a non-profit 
group of people of all faiths 
working together to address 
the problems of poverty and 
homelessness in the Mobile 
and Baldwin communities. 
[It] is committed to helping 
families—to whom by no 
fault of their own, some-
thing unthinkable happens: 
eviction, job loss, cata-
strophic illness, a house fire 
or the loss of a spouse—find 
themselves without a 
home.”

I would encourage everyone 
to go to the Family Promise 
website to learn more about 
this ministry. 

We became involved years 
ago when Providence was a 
host church, and one week 
out of twelve we would have 
up to four families stay in our 
church building. The Sunday 
School rooms became bed-
rooms, and there were porta-
ble showers outside. 

Today, Redeemer has a 
beautiful new building 

which offers privacy, space, 
and inside bathrooms; we, at 
Providence, provide meals 
and overnight hosts.

When I think of the home I 
grew up in, the home we 
raised our children in, and 
the home we are now grow-
ing old in, I am humbled.

One meal, one night of fellow-
ship, one donation, one over-
night stay to provide a small 
bit of stability and comfort to 
children and their parents 
seems too little of an effort. 
But, as in all things, I believe it 
is the power of many doing a 
little that multiplies to a lot 
being done. 

I believe it is the 
power of many 
doing a little 

that multiplies 
to a lot being 

done.
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VOA assists backpack 
ministry
Many thanks to the Volunteers of 
America, Southeast (VOA) for their 
amazing donation to Providence’s 
backpack ministry.

An excerpt from VOA staff member 
Melodie Garner’s email to Evangelical 
Missions Elder Joan Rommes best 
explains the size of this donation: 

“OH MY GOSH! You all won't believe 
all of the donations my work is giving 
us!!! There are many backpack bags, 
cheese and crackers (cases), dark choc-
olate protein bars, strawberry bars. I 
have boxes and boxes of STUFF!”

The Evangelical Missions team fills 
backpacks with enough food for the 
weekend and delivers them weekly to 
10-12 O’Rourke Elementary School 
students.

Top: O’Rourke Elementary second-grade 
teacher Bridget Archer receives some of the 
filled backpacks • Right (L-R): Evangelical 
Missions Team members Debbie Simmons, 
Sue Drinovsky, Donna Ellis, and Bob Ellis 
with Evangelical Missions Elder Joan 
Rommes
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415-mile bike ride aids the Presbyterian Home for Children

This letter, from Carla Conway, Director of 
Resource Development at the Presbyterian Home 
for Children, describes a 415-mile bike ride by The 
Rev. Keith Cardwell and his son Pate to raise 
money for the Home. 

While they finished the ride the week after Easter, 
the Home is still accepting donations in support of 
their fundraising efforts. 

If you’re interested in contributing, you can mail 
your gift to the address in the letter or contribute 
online at www.phfc.org. 

A flyer for the Christmas card fundraiser is 
included on the following page.
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By Mary Mastrangelo

 This year’s Holy Week and 
Easter Day celebrations were a 
wonderful cooperation 
between Providence Presbyte-
rian Church and The Grove 
Community Church members 
and friends. Under the guid-
ance and creativeness of our 
pastors—Mary Montei Clark 
and Todd McGehee—commit-
tee members and volunteers 
stepped up to accomplish a 
meaningful, worshipful, joy-
filled week.

An Easter Egg hunt, complete 
with a hopping Bunny Rabbit 
(aka Donnie Garner), took 
place at the apartment com-
plex across Schillinger Road 
from Providence. This was an 
outreach to the children of 
Anne Place.

Maundy Thursday saw us cel-
ebrating the Lord’s supper and 
darkening the sanctuary with 
the extinguishing of the can-
dles at the end of scripture 
readings outlining Jesus’ last 
day. In the darkness, the strip-
ping of the sanctuary of all the 
elements of communion, altar 
cloths, candles, and greenery 
was moving and spiritual.

On Good Friday, the church 
was open for seven hours, so 
members and friends of both 
congregations could choose a 
personal meditation time. A 
guided meditation entitled 
“The Stations of the Cross,” 
by Pastor Jim Johnson of 

Longview, TX, was avail-
able. This was a way to trace 
the journey Jesus made to 
the cross, starting with 
Pilate’s condemning him to 
die and ending at the Cross 
when our Lord said, “It is 
finished.” 

As we made our individual 
journeys, we could gain 
courage from his commit-
ment to the Father to face 
what comes. Finally, we 
were shown that with God 
endings are the seeds of new 
beginnings.

Sunday dawned, and our 
8:00 am Garden Service 
started the revealing of the 

Good News of Easter, that 
Christ has risen. The Grove 
sponsored and prepared a 
Continental 
Breakfast that 
could easily 
have been 
labeled a 
“Feast.” It was 
grand. 

The flowering of the cross 
took place during this time 
also as many folks brought 
flowers and greenery to 
bring it to life. This symbol 
of new life and beauty was 
carried forward into the 
sanctuary before the proces-
sional to start our morning 
service.

The processional included 
the children of The Grove 

and Providence car-
rying a cross and 
the Easter lilies 
and adults bring-
ing the elements 

for the Lord’s Sup-
per and the Easter 

banner to be hung. 

Pastor Mary and Pastor 
Todd gave us messages to 
reinforce the marvelous, life-
altering message of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. 
What a blessing to be able to 
worship freely together in 
this sanctuary on Schillinger 
Road on Easter and every 
day of the year. 

May worship volunteers
Contributed by Mary Mastrangelo and Melodie Garner

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers Nursery

4 Barry South Intinction Bill Berry Pam Fredelake

Kathy Taylor Buck Bolton

Leslie Rey Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

11 Ken Gadomski Ann Bosarge Barry South

Aggie Roebuck

Buddy Low

TBA

18 Ken Gadomski Curtis Andrews Barry South Sue Drinovsky

Laura Anderson Marlene Taylor

Bill Berry Les Taylor

Pam Fredelake TBA

25 Graham Hayes Tom Fletcher Amy Westerberg

Al Drinovsky

Debbie McLendon

Myrna Andrews
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Easter Egg Hunt at Anne Place—April 16

Top left and center: 
Donnie “The Easter 
Bunny” Garner • Top 
right (L-R) Anne Place 
child, Adria Mosley, 
Donnie Garner, Linda 
Payne • Left: Donnie (R) 
with Adria Mosley 
(bottom left) and Anne 
Place children • Bottom 
left: Donnie Garner with 
Anne Place children • 
Bottom right: Donnie 
Garner with (L-R) Jude, 
Makki, and Adria 
Mosley • Photos by 
Laura Anderson
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Top left: Sharon Smith helping an Anne Place child hunt for eggs • 
Top right: Pastor Mary Montei Clark and children hunting for eggs 
• Above and right: Anne Place children • Below: Makki Mosley • 
Right (clockwise from back): Jude Mosley, four Anne Place children, 
Jessi Gadomski, Makki Mosley, Adria Mosley, Sharon Smith, Pastor 
Mary Montei Clark, Anne Place child
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Easter Garden Service—April 20

Above: Director of Music 
Ministries Justin Gipson • 
Center and bottom right: The 
Grove Pastor Todd McGehee 
and Providence Pastor Mary 
Montei Clark lead worship • 
Photos by Ken Gadomski
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Flowering the Cross—April 20
Left (L-R): Al Drinovsky 
and Sharon Crenshaw 
preparing the cross for 
flowering • Right (L-R): 
Linda and Emmett 
Proudfoot • Below (L-R): 
Kathy Taylor, Sharon 
Crenshaw • Bottom left 
(L-R): Sharon Crenshaw, 
Mary Mastrangelo, Lucky 
Esneul
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Easter Brunch—April 20
Left: Nancy Bowen (The Grove) • 
Right (L-R): Pastor Mary Montei 
Clark, William Whatley (The 
Grove) • Below left: Sue Drinovsky 
• Bottom left (L-R): Kathy Taylor, 
Graham Hayes, Curtis Andrews, 
Billy McGehee, Melena Ramseur, 
Joanne Hayes • Photos by Ken 
Gadomski
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Easter Service—April 20

Top left: Jude Mosley after he 
carried the cross to the altar 
•Top right: Adria Mosley 
carrying an Easter lily • Above 
left: Pastor Mary Montei Clark 
places lilies on the altar • Above 
(L-R front): Kathy Taylor and 
Ken Gadomski bring the 
elements to (L-R rear) Pastor 
Mary Montei Clark and The 
Grove’s Pastor Todd McGehee
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Above left: Pastor Mary 
Montei Clark • Above 
right: The Grove’s 
Pastor Todd McGehee • 
Right: Accompanist 
Laura Fletcher plays and 
sings “Oh Happy Day”
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Calling all campers in 
grades 1 through 5!

The Outdoor Ministry Com-
mittee of the Presbytery of 
South Alabama is proud to 
offer the next installment of 
our exciting new camping 
ministry! It's called “The 
Launch: Digging for God's 
Love,” and it will be held 
June 16-20, 2014, at Blue 
Lake Campgrounds in 
Andalusia, AL.

Search and dig for archeo-
logical proof of God’s love in 

our lives. We will search the 
Bible for evidence, and con-
struct our findings. We will 
have a real dig, and figure out 
what we’ve discovered, and 
we will think about what peo-
ple a 1,000 years from now 
might think about what we 
leave. Will they be able to tell 
that we loved and followed 
Christ? Traditional camp 
experiences with a twist . . . 
bring your curiosity and come 
join us!

The week will include daily 
Bible studies, large and small 
group games, competitions, 

campfires, worship, skits, 
crafts, great food, swim-
ming, canoeing, a 16' 
inflatable slide, archery, and 
much, much more!

Our five-day camp will have 
a complete staff of high 
school and college counsel-
ors and a Program Team of 
adults and pastors as well as 
a full camp staff, licensed 
medical staff, and trained 
lifeguards.

Parents, please plan to 
attend the final program on 
Friday, June 20, and expect 
to depart by 12:00 noon.

For questions and 
concerns, please email 
Rev. Matt McCollum 
(tpcmatt@bellsouth.net).

Register online at 
www.bluelakecamp.com or 
print the registration form, 
and mail it to the camp’s 
Registration Director: 

Blue Lake Camp
Attn: The Launch
8500 Oakwood Lane
Andalusia, AL 36420

The Launch Summer Camp 2014: Digging for God’s Love

Blue Lake Campgrounds is located at 8500 Oakwood Lane, 
Andalusia, AL.
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Work days

Above left and right: Donnie Garner • Right: 
Buddy Low • Photos by Ken Gadomski

I want to thank all who have 
come out on work days and 
those who have helped with 
tasks at other times also. 

I have received positive 
comments on many occa-
sions, and I promise you I 
have given the credit to my 

underpaid helpers. Attaboy to 
all of you!! 

We will have another Saturday 
“party” on Saturday, May 10, 
8:00–10:00 am, to weed and 
mulch the beds in the garden 
area. Come join us please. 
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Top left and right: Pastor Mary Montei Clark • Above left and right 
and below: Emmett Proudfoot • Right: Donnie Garner
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Top left: 
Donnie 
Garner • 
Above left 
and right: 
Jerry 
Williams
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By Manny Russo, 
Scoutmaster

Your troop has grown in size! 
Twenty-two new scouts joined 
the troop in April, and we have 
had our first campout with 
them. The troop camped at Lit-
tle River State Park in Atmore. 

The new scouts learned to 
cook their meal, wash dishes, 
and clean up their camp site. 
They also learned how to light 
a camp stove, light their lan-
tern, be safe while cooking, 
learn to use a knife/saw/ax 
safely, and many other skills. 
These new guys had loads of 
fun, especially sliding down 
the spillway behind the lake 
(wore the seat out of their 
shorts). 

In May the troop will help 
with the Ladies Professional 
Golf Association tournament 

at Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Course off Schillinger Road. 
This nationally televised 
golf tournament is a “big 
deal” for Mobile. The scouts 
will provide a huge service 
for this organization, with 
over 70 scouts involved. 

The troop is already gearing 
up for summer camp in 
June. We will have about 40 
scouts attending. This is the 
50th anniversary of Camp 
Maubila, and we are looking 
forward to a great week of 
fun. 

Thanks to Providence Pres-
byterian Church for spon-
soring the troop. We use 
every room available, and I 
am sure we make a mess at 
times. Just let us know if we 
need to be aware of any 
“mess” that we did not clean 
up. Thanks again. 
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To Barbara and 
Stephen 
Fitzpatrick

On the death of 
Barbara’s brother, 
Malcolm Laning

 In Ohio on April 15, 2014

To Les and 
Marlene Taylor

On the death of 
Les’ mother, Shirley 
Taylor

 In Mobile on April 17, 
2014

Vacation Bible 
School—July 7–11
VBS will be held on July 7-11 
from 9:00 am to 11:30 am. 
We will announce a meeting 
in the near future for plan-
ning. 

We will need a lot of help so 
let me know if you can help 
in any way. Please see 
signup sheets in the lobby 
for workers and supply 
needs. 

I know many will be work-
ing during those days, but 
you can help in other ways 
by donating supplies or 
money to purchase supplies. 

Condolences

To Maria Weaver and Charles Park

On their marriage

 In Mississippi on April 12, 2014

Congratulations

News from . . .

By Beverly Thornburg

We really want to make this 
a fun time for the children, 
but it will take a lot of help. 

Pray about it and see what 
works for you.

McKemie Place
The dates for serving the 
ladies at McKemie Place are 
the second Wednesday of 
each month—May 14, 
June 11, July 9, and so on.

If you are interested in help-
ing cook or serve, see the 
signup sheet in the lobby of 
the church two weeks before 
the date.

Annual church picnic at 
Donnie and Melodie Garner’s home

Saturday, May 17, 3:00 pm until ?

2635 Havens Road, Semmes, AL
(251) 645-1696
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May 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

2
11:00 am
Worship Team 
meeting

3

4
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

10:45 am
Administration 
Team

11:00 am
The Grove

Laura Fletcher

5
5:00-7:00 pm
Westside 
Tailgate Farmers 
Market

5:30 pm
Girl Scouts

Larry Simmons

6
6:00 pm
Pastor 
Nominating 
Committee

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm
Choir

Gabby 
Creekmore

8
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

9
10:00–11:00 am
Food Pantry

11:00 am
Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

10
8:00–10:00 am
Garden weeding 
and mulching

Steve Crenshaw

11
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
The Grove

12
5:00-7:00 pm
Westside 
Tailgate Farmers 
Market

13
6:00 pm
Pastor 
Nominating 
Committee

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Emmett 
Proudfoot

14
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm
Choir

15
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

16
Allison Gross

17
3:00 pm–?
Annual Church 
Picnic at Donnie 
and Melodie 
Garner’s

18
9:15 am
Worship

10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Red Cross Blood 
Drive

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
The Grove

19
5:00-7:00 pm
Westside 
Tailgate Farmers 
Market

5:30 pm
Girl Scouts

20
6:00 pm
Pastor 
Nominating 
Committee

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

21
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm
Choir

22
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

23
10:00–11:00 am
Food Pantry

24

25
9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
The Grove

26
5:00-7:00 pm
Westside 
Tailgate Farmers 
Market

Memorial Day 
celebrated

27
6:00 pm
Pastor 
Nominating 
Committee

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28
5:15 pm
MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm
Choir

Debbie Simmons

29
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

30
May 30–31
Session Retreat

Joan Rommes

31
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